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and that the man who cheats is in reality cheating
himself in the matter of the great verities of life.

The religious life of the students of Japan
can be understood only in its historical setting.
From ancient times Japan has had three recog-
nized religions. The indigenous faith of Japan
was Shinto, which means " The Way of the
Gods." Without a founder, without theology,
without sacred scriptures, without a creed or
adequate moral code, this national cult suffered
arrest of development when Buddhism came
in to minister to the religious instinct of the
people. Shinto is a combination of fetishism,
nature worship and ancestor worship ; it is the
primitive cult of Japan nationalized. An aid
to patriotism, it has been a failure as a religion:
indeed from the standpoint of developed ethical
religion it can scarcely be called a religion at
all. It is rather in its official form a code of
State veneration of national heroes. Its sum
of human duty is, " Follow your own highest
nature, and obey the laws of the State." Almost
without morals, and without immortality, Shinto
has but a feeble regulative power over the moral
life of the people, and even less over the students.

While Shinto emphasizes the national life
and Confucianism the social relations and conse-
quent duties, Buddhism with its religious worship
and its Nirvana emphasizes the vanity of the